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A couple finds
the perfect
spot to build
tall

ARGARET DOESNT
M néed me oo el her

tale. People who are
crazy for houses always
krsoww thelr owmn stories.
Ardd Margarer does a right
fine pob ol i herself.

Lpan seeing her fumure
huashand’s el g Apart-
w profty big.” archivect Kirsten Murray says of the doslgn concept for the home cverlooking False Bay on San ment for the first me:
e, =Thay g8t with Intenton on the Wndscaps, but they don owvarahelm i€, They're punposa-driven.” “Wow, this i the hirs
man's apartment Mve been
i that didn’t make me
want vo throw up™
Lipai their decision

MANY Years later b e
peros the counery 1o
San Juan liand: “There
are people who pick this
isdand, and they come
and leave. Then there ane

The 18<foot front
dioos, left, does mone
than make & beg
FiatEmant, " T Ry
@t FOAGmE afteanaon
lght,” Murray eays
“The door is b,
withs the Duich door

thare, too, $o thay people who the island
can get great cross packs, and I!h.-l!'_-. oodme and
wantilatomn, You can stay.”
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San Juan lsland |:|'.-rl:h:!
Margaret and her husband
on a visit 1o Friday Harbor.

“We were looking for
the third chapeer of our
Liffe. W wene atting out
back of Friday Harbos
House and my husband
said, "Why don’t we come
here? It god everything »

Immadiately naide
tha framl doar afd Dig
widnas 1o Falda Bay.
Floors downalsirg
Ere @ aay oI irEasn
COrrEte,
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t." Word for ward,
what | wiat thank-
ing. When we bought this
howse we'd been on the
island a roral of 36 hours,”

Somermes you know
what you ko,

But Margarer doesn't
miean this house, the
conteMporany we sse here
perched up tall to see
what it can $ee across the
maddy, rich-with-sealife
preserve of False Bay.
Although, God knows,
they did try.

“For five years we
worked 1o use the existing
house. I'm not for tear-

ing dovwm and building
a McMansion, Buat it
wouldn work.”

It was cime, 2004 1o
2010, well spent with
thi architects from QOlsan

Kundig, Kirsten Murray
principal architect on the
project.

“The open bridge,
that the house i slighthy
elevared, the metal work,
that alll came owt of that

creative process. We

wianmibed a house — weve

B0 f wiiere
anybody who came here
— from amists o CECs —
weould be comforable bur
|.'|'|:|.||.i."n|.',e_'d."

Tall crder, rall howte,

O thee spot of the
old foundaton, the

-square-foot home
had :I:I.!H." whnlls, open to
rwo foors, 1o maximize
views of Haro Stradr. Mas-
iave exterior woosl shur-
ters, 20 feet mall, TEm T
|j'¢‘.'|1.1 and solar heae Hilwpn.o
thi west facade. Deep
overhangs provide shade
and starm protection,

Ar the top of the stairs
iz a cantilevered stecl
overlook I'|:|:|'1:-1.'|.':'-!I1r-1|:|i1
views inside and our.

“We were trying to make things kind of Three Rumford fireplaces
eory.” nrehitect Murmay says of the master do their part for comfort.
bathroom, The Japaness soaking tub is [Plrnpr design by Sara
stainloss stesl, Limestons tile walls and Steinfeld, who II1E'|I.1I;L1 the
flocrs ware left over from a house the new with “nonneg e”
ownars had pravioudly remade.

from her design-»




*The ol howse hod iis charms, bai it didn’ really
fit thesir program,” Murray says of the house the
hoarsbawmiarg found on e propaty, Seen e,
“They wanted ta be oware of sach othar fram
differant places in the houss, to b able to talk 1o
apch otheer from differsnt places in the Bous,”
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Tha massive saerior ahuiters, 20 Tee tall, closs up
thie hiamie, contralling Bght and solar-hest gain. Tha
grounds ware dasgnad by Steve Schramm of lsland
Gardens, The homas was bul by Dan Lovs of Lowa
Construction in Friday Marbcr.

Tha kome’s design references sn old bam cnce on
T praipelty, "I Wad @ Fash B The 1ime, Bd it sub-
sedquently gat biown down,” Muray says, “Becauss
Ihird wag B Sfriculiunsl buelding on the sfta, we
thioughit maybe the o could be o s bam: ong-
roal pitch, the opan interics, the loft, the height.®
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minded client, All of this ssoure
behind & 15-foo-tall, steal.clad ront
daar, .

The architectusally adventurows
Margaret is well pleased with ber con-
temparary San Juan lsland home bailt
by Dan Lowee of Lowe Construction
in Friday Harbor, gardens by Seeve
Eehramm of 1sland Gardens,

"Wz love the commiumnity, bt we
absohstely kove the house, We're con-
stantly saying, “Whoa! How does thaz
work? How'd they do thar?' i

“In 29 years of Ml IThEE wWeve
Hivied i 12 houses. We redid another
houese and this cne at the same time,
and for those two it was the first time
we worked with an archivecr and a
designer, And the thing aboot work-
ing with an architect and a desigmer is
that you learn so much,”

The codiple is now retired o island
life. These, however, are not retising
pcple,

“We're basically urban peopde, and
there's a lot going on out here," Mar-
garet savs. “Thi is a major shipping
chanmel. We see the lights of Vicora,
The craise ships that go by are like a
lighted ciry block.” 5
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“It"s & pretty magical site,” Murray ssys of
thia apat an the edge of San Juan Blarsd. "'
just lowely. You see whales going by, ard
waure wany Ewang of the sgricultural présancs
of the ploce: th way things smel, &' vary
caaslal, but very agricuBural, too”





